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BOOK politik at the Wilhelmstrasse thought not, and wishes fathered

_^5l^the thought.  It was supposed that Portugal very presently

1898.    Would fall into liquidation; that the distribution of her overseas

assets would be the result of dire financial straits at Lisbon.

Chamberlain adheres to his greater proposal of Anglo-German

combination, and, though not actually renewing it, seeks to lead

up to a renewal.

Delagoa Bay, in any case the most important of the maritime
outlets of the Transvaal, was the only one not in British pos-
session. From its port, Lourenfo Marques, ran the shortest railway
route from the sea to Johannesburg and Pretoria. British con-
trol under lease or by purchase outright might oiler our best
chance of settling the whole South African question without war.
In an earlier generation, curious to say, we had refused the
Bay when we might have had it for nothing.1 When no one
could foresee that the place would ever become a focus of world-
policy, Portugal stepped in. After subsequent dispute her claim
was fully confirmed in 1875 by Marshal MacMahon's award.
But Britain obtained the right of pre-emption should change of
control ever be contemplated, and Portugal gave an unqualified
assurance never to cede or sell to any third Power. The idea of a
railway to the Transvaal was already the subject of eager pro-
jection. There were long difficulties owing to the determined
struggle of the Boers to bring the line under their own auspices,
and to prevent themselves from being bottled up by British
influence, direct or indirect. To all enterprise which might have
that effect, President Kruger's opposition was dogged, ceaseless
and natural. Free contact with the sea at this shore had been one
of his dreams since childhood.
The concession, however, was obtained at Lisbon in 1883 by
an American citizen MacMurdo, and he succeeded at length in
raising the necessary funds in London by forming an English
Company. By every means Boer antagonism continued to stir
up trouble for MacMurdo and his British shareholders. Pretoria
struggled to get the contract transferred. When construction up
1 A local chief had actually ceded in 1859 Sir George Grey's report
it to the British Crown in 1823, but against acquisition was final.